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VA’AD HARABANIM OF GREATER SEATTLE

5305 52ND AVE S

SEATTLE WA 98118

TEL: 206-760-0805
  FAX:   206-725-0347
vaadinfo@seattlevaad.org
Guide for Meshulachim

I.  Welcome and Introduction
Welcome to Seattle.  Whether you are here fundraising for an organization or for personal needs we hope that your stay is both enjoyable and successful.  The following are some basic guidelines and useful information for you during your visit.  Whether this is your first time in Seattle or you are a repeat visitor, please check in with the Va'ad office before soliciting funds.  This allows us to both issue you a current Permission to Collect certificate (Teudah), and to insure that your needs are being met.  
Since many individuals feel uncomfortable asking detailed questions, or do not have the tools to verify the information, the Va’ad will review your information and issue a letter authorizing you to collect funds.  The community has been encouraged not to contribute to those who have not issued an official current certificate. 

The Rabbis of the Va'ad have sent guidelines to community members about charitable giving.  Please keep in mind that there are many local needs which must take priority.  At the current time the community is faced with many significant local needs.
II.   Before You Come to Seattle
While we will do our best to make your visit a pleasant one, we are unable, at this time, to provide for food and lodging while in Seattle.  The community does maintain an apartment called “The Eruv Inn”, which is available on a first come, first served basis.  Please contact Nancy Swigard at 206-722-9002 for information.  If it is unavailable, you will need to discuss hotel options with your driver.  A list of kosher grocery outlets and restaurants is attached for your convenience.

In order to expedite the process and allow ample time for checking, we have asked that you submit the following information at least two business days prior to your visit.  If you have not done so yet, kindly present this information when you arrive.  
· Current original letters (dated within 12 months) identifying you and your needs from respected Rabbanim, Institutions, and/or other Vaadim.

· Information about your organization and/or personal need (brochures, doctors’ notes, etc.)

· If you are representing an organization, we require current (dated within 12 months) and original appropriate organizational letters authorizing you to collect on behalf of the organizations or causes.
· Current government issued photo identification (passport, identity card, etc.), in your name.
Please note the following:

· If you do not submit information ahead of time, the Va'ad reserves the right to delay issuing the certificate until references can be checked.  
· The Va'ad will keep copies of appropriate reference letters and documentation. 
· Every applicant (including those submitting information ahead of time and return visitors), will be required to come into the Va'ad office for a short interview, prior to receiving a letter.  Note that regular Va'ad hours are Monday – Thursday, 9 am to 3 pm, Pacific Time. The Va’ad office is also closed on Sundays.  Please be sure to make arrangements to come to the office during office hours.  The Va’ad cannot guarantee a teudah will be made during non-office hours.  
III.   The Teudah & The Driver

Please be aware that the Va'ad does not have lists of potential donors, addresses, or information about how much others have collected in the past.  

It is important that you consider how checks can be made out.  The Va'ad does not have any way of handling money for you.  There are groups, such as Tzedakah v’Chesed in New York who do offer such services.  However, many in the community are uncomfortable or unfamiliar with these. The best thing is to have the checks made out to the institution you represent.  

The charge for a certificate is $30.  Your certificate is granted for only one cause.  You are not authorized to solicit for more than one purpose.  In rare cases, an exception can be made and will be so noted on the certificate.
The driver is required to take you to potential donors and other needs on an hourly wage basis, not a percentage.  Please verify the current rate with the driver and any related details prior to coming to Seattle or before you begin collecting.  The driver is solely responsible for scheduling his services.  Prior to coming to town, please verify that the driver can schedule adequate time for your needs.  If you have problems with any Va'ad approved driver, please document them to the Va'ad.  We will investigate and take appropriate steps.  The Va’ad cannot in any way be responsible for how much the driver costs you as long as his services are provided in a reasonable way.  It is up to you to agree with him on an hourly rate in advance.  On an exception basis only, it is possible to arrange other bases of charging.  In every case, the driver the will provide the same service (take you to the same potential donors) no matter what the basis of compensation.  Note: There are businesses and residences that have requested that Meshulachim not visit.  The driver has been given a list of these places.  Do not visit homes and businesses that the driver skips.
IV.   Making Solicitations and Follow-up

It is expected that all information provided by a mishulach is current and factual.  It is also expected that the mishulach will always behave with proper derech eretz.  For example, it is completely inappropriate for a mishulach to engage in any solicitation beyond the scope of the letter or to pressure those who give charity for larger sums.  It is entirely inappropriate to push yourself upon people.  If someone refuses to answer the door, please respect their decision.  Should the Va'ad become aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of mishulachim certified by the Va'ad, the Va'ad will investigate and reserves the right to revoke its letter.  Moreover, those who abuse the system will be reported to other Va'adim that we work with and will have notations added to the file disallowing future solicitations in Seattle.
The community and the drivers have been asked not to allow solicitations after 9:00 pm or on Fridays or erev chagim within 3 hours of candle lighting.  Please do not make or schedule such visits unless prior arrangements have been made with the donor.  

It has also been asked by the community that meshulachim are welcome to attend synagogue services, but are requested NOT to solicit for donations during davening. Rather, requests should be made before the service begins or when it ends.  
The telephone in the Va’ad office is not for public use.  If you need to make a long-distance call, please purchase a calling card.
Please be advised that Washington State’s Charitable Law also governs your activity while in our community.  Among other things, the law requires that you disclose, upon request, the percentage of the donated check that goes to you and any other persons or entities, and not to the institution itself, i.e., overhead costs.

The Seattle Va’ad, local synagogues and other useful addresses:
	Va’ad HaRabanim of Greater Seattle
	Restaurants

	Al Maimon, Interim Director
	Bamboo Garden  206-282-6616

	Avital Eidenbom, Administrator
	4th & Roy, Seattle, WA  (Seattle Center)

	5305 52nd Ave S
	Vegetarian Chinese, Dairy, chalav stam

	Seattle, WA 98118-2502
	

	206-760-0805
	Bagel Oasis 206-526-0525 

	
	2112 NE 65th; Seattle, WA 98115

	Bikur Cholim Machzikay Hadath (BCMH)
	Only bagels and bialys are kosher - Parve

	Rabbi Moshe Kletenik
	

	5145 S. Morgan St.
	Noah’s Bagels – University Village  206-522-1998

	Seattle, WA 98118
	2746 NE 45th, Seattle, WA  98105

	206-721-0970
	Sandwiches, soup (challah & bagels are Pat Yisrael)

	
	

	Sephardic Bikur Holim (SBH)
	Pabla Indian Cuisine -Renton  425-228-4625 

	Rabbi Simon Benzaquen
	364 Renton Center Way S. 

	6500 S. 52nd St.
	Renton, WA  98055, chalav stam

	Seattle, WA 98118
	

	206-723-3029
	Pabla Indian Cuisine – Issaquah  425-392-4725

	
	1420 N.W. Gilman Blvd # N3

	Ezra Bessaroth (EB)
	Issaquah, WA 98027, chalav stam

	5217 S. Brandon St.
	

	Seattle, WA  98118
	Leah’s Bakery  206-985-2647

	206-722-5500
	

	
	Teapot Vegetarian-Thai/Chinese -  425-373-1888

	
	15230 NE 24th St Redmond, WA 98052

	Shaarei Tefilah Lubavitch (CSTL)
	Parve, vegan

	Rabbi Sholom Levitin
	

	4541 19th Ave. NE / 6529 17th Ave. NE
	

	Seattle, WA  98105 / 98115
	

	206-527-1411 / 206-527-9290
	

	
	

	Eastside Torah Center
	

	1837 156th Avenue NE Suite 303
	PCC-Seward Park  206-726-2720

	Bellevue, WA 98007

425-957-7860
	5041 Wilson Ave. S., Seattle, WA (Seward Park)

	
	Health food store with a Va’ad certified bulk foods section

	Seattle Kollel
	

	5305 52nd Ave S.
	Albertson’s Market  206-232-0244 

	Seattle WA 98118
	2755 – 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040

	206-722-8289
	Meat, deli, sandwiches, sushi, bakery-parve, Pat Yisrael

	
	

	
	QFC Market  - University Village 206-523-5160

	
	2746 NE 45th, Seattle, WA  98105

	
	Meat, cheese, fish, groceries
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